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July 31, 2000 1350 Norris Road
Bakersfield, California 93308-2231

Ms. Charlotte A. Kahler-Traylor
5455 Pnimrose Lane
Missoula, MT 59808

Dear Ms. Kahler-Traylor
Subject: Thomas Richard Traylor, Coroner Case Number C-1870-98

In response to both congressional and senatorial inquiries into the death of your husband,

Thomas Richard Traylor, a review committee assembled on July 5, 2000 to exam the facts
surrounding Mr. Traylor’s death. The committee was comprised of Assistant Sheriff Richard
McCathron, Homicide Detective Sergeanthlenn;’Ig_ﬁhnson,‘ Forensic Pathologist Donna L. Brown
and Supervising Deputy Coroner John Van Rensselaer with the Kern County Sheriff's
Department and Senior Criminalist Greg Laskowski with the Kern County District Attorney’s
Crime Laboratory.

The following documents were reviewed: Investigator Madelaine Kaiser’s Coroner investigative
report and subsequent case notes; Deputy Roger Clark’s on-scene investigative report; Dr. Donna
L. Brown’s autopsy protocol and case notes; toxicology report; body diagram; and fourteen 35

After the committee members reviewed the documents, the following facts were established:

1. On December 6, 1998 at 0835 hours Mr. Traylor was found by neighbors
deceased in his pickup truck which was parked on a dirt road near his residence.

2. The pickup truck was found with the ignition in the “on” position, the gas tank
empty and the gear shift level in the park position, eliminating the possibility the
weapon accidentally discharged while the vehicle was in motion.

3. A Stevens Model 94 single shot 410 shotgun, serial number B031710, belonging
to Mr. Traylor was found inside the vehicle.
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4. Mr. Traylor was familiar with this weapon and often carried it in his pickup truck
to shoot dove while driving down the same road.

T In reviewing the scene photographs it was evident Mr. Traylor was alone in the
vehicle during the terminal event.

6. A thorough forensic external exammatlon of Mr. Traylor determmed he died from |
a single shotgun wound to the chest . ) ( P T VR TIEE \ ¢ |
s Toxicology studies performed shoWed Mr. Traylor had a blood alcohol level of
0.28.

8. Mr. Traylor was well liked by his neighbors and co-workers and as of this date
there have been no indications Mr. Traylor received any death threats.

Finally, the committee took into consideration statements made by Private Investigator Richard . \
Hall who you hired to investigate your husband’s death. At the completion of his investigation Cr
Investigator Hall found no credible evidence to support the theory of either an accidental

shooting or a homicide. In fact he stated it was his opinion Mr. Traylor’s death was a suicide. v

Based on the amount of indisputable evidence reviewed, it is the review committee’s opinion
your husband, Thomas Richard Traylor, died as the result of a self-inflicted single shotgun
wound to the chest. An amendment will be filed with the State of California Department of
Health Services, Office of Vital Records and Statistics, changing the mode of death from
undetermined to suicide. ;

Sincerely

CARL SPARKS !
/1 KERN COUNTY SHERIFF
¢ CORONER, PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR

1350 Norris Road
gsrl isfgéglcffoner Bakersfield, California 93308-2231 -
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cc: Senator Max Baucus, Montana, United States Senate — C;:ZZ,;/ or ﬂ7 oo

Congressman William Thomas, California, United States Senate

Supervisor Jon McQuiston, Kern County Board of Supervisors

Lt. David Peck, JAG, Naval Air Warfare Center, China Lake, California

Mr. Ed Jagels, Kern County District Attorney f




